East Budleigh with Bicton Parish Council Annual Report 2025/2026

| was elected as Chair at the last AGM in April 2025 when Councillor Derek Wensley
stepped down after five years in the role. | have been very dependent on his support
and knowledge about the workings of the Parish Council. He has continued to chair
our Planning Committee, which has delivered one of our most important functions,
and has guided us through any controversial issues.

| have also been grateful for the support of our Deputy Chair, Councillor Jim Ferrers,
and the rest of the team — Councillors Louis Allan, Jim Carter, Angie Canning and
Kathy Moyle MBE who have all worked hard to represent their areas of interest on
the Council. My thanks to Councillor Angie Canning who is stepping down after
doing a great job representing the Sir Walter Raleigh community pub. That leaves
us with four vacancies for Councillors, so we need to have a push to try to interest
parishioners in contributing to our work.

We had a major change in August last year when Judith Venning retired as Parish
Clerk after five busy years and we thanked her for looking after the Council so well.
We were very fortunate in recruiting Ms Lucinda Francis to the role, and with an
overlap of several weeks she has slotted seamlessly into the role. Her work is crucial
to the effectiveness of the Council and she has mastered it really well.

In providing a summary of our work for the Parish | have drawn heavily on a
presentation made by our Clerk to the recent Annual Parish Meeting. The Parish
Council has maintained a wide range of assets like the telephone box, defibrillators,
speed indication devices, dog bins, grit bins, and most importantly the village car
park and toilets. We have leased and maintained the recreation ground for a wide
range of uses by the community, including the vital 24-hour landing site for the
Devon Air Ambulance.

We have been responsible for arranging grass cutting and maintenance by Street
Scene and have worked hard to maintain the War Memorial, Nature Trail and the
Pound as well as encouraging and helping with projects around the village to keep it
tidy. It has been really good to see so many residents taking time to tackle weeds
and overgrowth particularly in areas like the car park and verges. We have really
appreciated the work done by Jon Roseway as Parish Paths Coordinator, but he is
now retiring —another volunteer needed!

Liaising with District and County Councils has been really important to us and we are
grateful for the support and interest of our Councillors — Nick Hookway, Melanie
Martin and Charlotte Fitzgerald. The Parish Council has been involved in
consultations on Local Government Reorganisation proposals, East Devon ‘s Local
Plan, the Heritage Strategy, Outdoor Sports Strategy, the Heaths to Sea Landscape
Recovery project, and with Defra on the problems caused by trail bikes using green
lanes.



We have taken part in planning to celebrate the 400" anniversary of the founding of
the City of Salem, Massachusetts (population now over 44,000!) by Roger Conant,
who was born in East Budleigh. The Parish Council have endorsed a declaration by
the Mayor of Salem, Dominic Pangallo to forge a link between our two communities.
We have supported the Roger Conant Group and the East Budleigh History Society
in their excellent work to commemorate this historic event and provide more visible
tributes.

We have maintained an Emergency Resilience Plan and provided support for
residents to have access to information on resources available in a crisis. This is
another area where volunteers who could turn out to help, are lacking at the
moment. We have had a roaring trade in the provision and delivery of free sandbags
and have done a lot of work to keep drains and culverts clear to avert any risk of
flash flooding — our main problem in the past. The beavers are working very
successfully to keep river levels under control!

All this work comes at a cost! The budget for the year 2025/2026 was £30,539 and
we spent a total of £30,062. Our aim has always been to control costs while
providing an effective service to the community. For the next financial year all our
costs are going up, from grass cutting and dog bin servicing to salary costs
(determined nationally) — and we are anticipating a demand for back payment of
water rates for the car park toilets. We have economised where we can and a Parish
Precept of £31,920 has been set.

One of the great strengths of this Parish is the way in which the community looks
after people. The Church, the Parish News, the Community Shop, the Community
Pub and the Village Hall all work together to promote a real feeling of community.
The Parish Council is keen to support and promote this, hampered only by our need
to recruit more volunteers. Whether it is the role of Councillor, or contributing to
work on footpaths or in reviewing our Neighbourhood Plan which we will need soon,
do please contact us if you would like to help in any way.

John Tresidder
Chair, East Budleigh with Bicton Parish Council.



