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EAST BUDLEIGH with BICTON PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Mrs Judith Venning 

Clerk to the Council 

01395 489155 

clerk@eastbudleigh-pc.gov.uk 

1 Chichester Way 

East Budleigh 

Devon 

EX9 7ER 

 

Minutes of the East Budleigh with Bicton Parish Council Meeting 

held on Monday 13th January 2025 

 

RISK ASSESSMENT BY CLERK – All correct 

 

PRESENT:  Parish Councillors Derek Wensley, Jim Ferrers, John Tresidder & Jim Carter.  

 

APOLOGIES:  Parish Councillors Angie Canning & Louis Allan, District Councillors Charlotte 

Fitzgerald and Melanie Martin and County Councillor Channon. 

 

Absent: Parish Councillor Kathy Moyle BEM 

 

The Minutes of the Parish Council meetings held on 18th November 2024 were approved. The 

Minutes of the meeting held on 18th December 2024 were amended, as Parish Councillors had not 

approved the costs of the Clerk working from home. The correct costs were approved in Part 2 of 

the meeting. 

 

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  - Councillor Jim Ferrers is a neighbour of the residents at 

Sheirs Cottage but has no pecuniary interest in the planning application. 

 

COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT (emailed): “Repairs have been ordered for Brick Cross 

and the bridge over the  Brook by the Rolle Arms. I reported a large and deep pothole outside 

Kerslake Farm in Yettington.   Please would a few more people report same and then we might get 

something done.  The traffic are swerving to avoid  it. 

Last week Devon CC voted to delay the County Council Elections until May 2026 in order to be 

able to have an in-depth  discussion about unitary status.  This decision will need to be ratified by 

Government”. 

 

DISTRICT COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS:-  

None 

 

MATTERS TO DISCUSS:- 

 

Precept.  The Precept for 2025 was discussed and the sum of £30,539.00 was approved. 

 

Reports 

 

Chair:  Councillor Wensley attended the Heaths to Sea Landscape Recovery Group meeting. 

There were discussion about improving the footpath between the River Otter and Budleigh 

Salterton. Alternative ideas were considered for this and the footpath up to Newton Poppleford. 

There is funding from DEFRA for making a planning application once a solution has been agreed.  
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There will be drop in events over the next few weeks to explain the project and gain public 

opinion. 

 

 Clerk’s Notes December 2024 & January 2025  

1. Sam of Mellin Metalcrafts has been reminded to move Yettington speed Indicator & 

replace batteries in both. I met with him to agree position of Yettington Hall pole. The old one on 

Oak Hill is linked to the mains. County Councillor Channon purchased it several years ago. I have 

asked the Highways Department if they can repair it. The Budleigh Hill SID is now working and a 

pole is in position at Yettington Hall, ready for the move within the next week or so.  

2. Bagwells have carried out an inspection to discover why urinal flushing has stopped again. 

They have inspected a couple of times and tell me they have “come up with a plan” and have 

scheduled it to do in the next couple of weeks.  

3. East Budleigh in Bloom want to create two flowerbeds at the bottom of Wynards Road – 

size probably about 6ft x 4ft wide. I have checked with utility companies that there are no cables 

or pipes in the chosen areas. Councillors approved.  

4. The EBIB Committee has asked if another Village Tidy Up day could be held, perhaps in 

liaison with the new Village Wardens. Councillors approved this and the suggestion that the 

new Road Wardens be asked to manage this. 

5. The EBIB Committee has also reported the presence of an invasive Leek and a Geranium 

plant, both of which are present and spreading in the village. Marilyn Daley has agreed to gather a 

working party to do the work. I will inform the Village Wardens.  

6. The Village Wardens have not yet taken their posts officially, due to Ernie’s illness before 

Christmas. I met up with Ernie Barnes and Ray Marrs on 9th January. We have discussed the 

works they might be willing to do and the various risk assessments and reports they will need to 

complete before a job commences. They will be in direct contact with Devon County Council who 

are booking the Chapter 8 online course on Health & Safety. I have also booked them on the more 

in depth one-day training course at Tiverton. The cost will be met by DCC. The PC agreed to 

meet travelling expenses if DCC do not meet the cost. DCC will provide any equipment.  

7. Brick Cross has suffered damage to the standing stone and structure around it, but the 

Cross appears unharmed. DCC have been informed and is listed for repair.  

8. The Bridge at Rolle Arms has suffered a direct hit, which has toppled all the top bricks of 

the retaining wall. Highways have inspected it. It is on their list for non-urgent repair.  

9. Further branches have toppled over the footpath between Middletown Lane and the 

Sidmouth Road. Olly Watts kindly cut back the spreading branches, to enable access.  The P3 

warden, Jon Roseway, will arrange for the entire tree to be removed.  

 

P3 Report – Jon Roseway: Nothing new to report 

 

Resilience/Community Shop/Recreation Ground – Councillor Tresidder:  

Nothing new to report.  Community Shop sales have increased, since the request for residents to 

purchase more goods locally.  After he appealed to Highways, the drains except for the one at 

Tidwell Lane, were all cleared.  Councillors thanked Ernie Barnes and his team for their excellent 

work on tidying up the carpark. 

 

Village Hall/Drakes School - Councillor Allan: Nothing to report 
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Community Pub – Councillor Canning: December was an extremely busy and successful month 

for SWR involving a lot of work by both staff and volunteers.  Many people chose to celebrate 

with Christmas meals and also to join in all the events that used the pub as a venue. 

As ever we would be happy to have more volunteers  - both behind the scenes and behind the bar 

but have already attracted some newcomers to the village who are finding that helping at the pub 

is a great way to meet people and make new friends. 

January is always a tough month for hospitality but there is a fixed price menu on offer which 

hopes to attract some diners, along with the usual side orders, specials and bar food.   Burns Night 

is on the 25th January 2025. 

Community events continue with most Monday nights pretty busy and on Tuesdays the Ukelele 

group attract some attention.   

The committee work very hard to keep the pub open and viable and appreciate the support from 

many villagers and visitors. 

 

Local Liaison/Salem Chapel - Councillor Moyle BEM:  No report 

 

Cricket Club & Kersbrooke:  Councillor Carter reported that plants are growing alongside the 

stream as there has only been a little die-back this winter. There is a conflict between public 

access to the countryside and the need to preserve biodiversity. Councillor Wensley said the 

Government plan is to have a 20 metre wide corridor alongside streams. 

 

Yettington - Councillor Ferrers: The defibrillator was tested and is working correctly. 

 

Planning Applications 

3 Oak Hill Cottage: The Parish Council will defer to the views of the EDDC Tree Officer 

regarding the pruning of this Beech tree. 

 

Toll Cottage, 2 High Street, East Budleigh: The Parish Council has no objections. 

 

Sheirs House, Yettington:-  The Parish Council notes that there is a significantly more modern 

appearance to the facias of the two buildings the subject of this proposal due to use of large-scale 

aluminium framed glazing panels. Mitigation factors are that these facias face into the internal 

courtyard and are not visible from the public highway. Also, several other buildings surrounding 

the courtyard have been converted to independent living accommodation. 

It is also noted that although the Design & Access statement specifies slate roofing, the 

Streetscene document states that the ‘Cart Shed’ will retain existing natural slate tiles, repaired as 

necessary, whilst the ‘Piggery’ will retain existing Spanish clay tiles, repaired as necessary. 

Maintaining the existing Spanish clay tiles to the ‘Piggery’ is important as some of building falls 

outside the curtilage of Sheirs House and is visible to the public. 

The conversion of the ‘Cart Shed’ to self-contained accommodation has the potential for 

commercial rental. It seems that the decking area on the first floor could provide a second sleeping 

area. Under the existing planning classification, a planning condition should prevent uses other 

than those ancillary to the main house. 

The bat recommendations in the Ecology Report must be adhered to. 

 
Financial Reports:  Council approved the bills and financial records for January 2025. 

 

 

Part 1 of the meeting closed at 7.30 pm. 
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Part 2:- To discuss Clerk’s Salary and allowances - Results of discussion to be emailed to the 

Clerk for action with NDDC in respect of the payroll. 

 

The next meeting will be on 17th February 2025 at 6.0 pm in the VILLAGE HALL 


